
I N S I D E R  T I P S  T O  S U C C E E D  A S  A N  E N G I N E E R

Stride wants to be your partner every step of the way.  
We're in this together.

ENGINEERING

S T R I D E  G U I D E  T O



What's the format?

STEP 1: UNDERSTAND THE

DIFFERENT FIELDS

All engineering disciplines share
certain core competencies.
Various branches of engineering
include:

Chemical engineering
Civi l  engineering
Electr ical  engineering
Mechanical engineering
Aerospace engineering
Computer engineering
Biomedical engineering
Environmental engineering
Financial  engineering
Industr ial  engineering
Petroleum engineering
Engineering Management
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What's the format?

STEP 2: ACQUIRE AND HONE

BASELINE SKILLS TO SUCCEED

The following skills will help you
stand out and succeed in school:

Strong math ski l ls :
Subjects include calculus and
statist ics.

Advanced knowledge of sciences:
Subjects include biology,  chemistry ,
and physics.

Computer science and technology
ski l ls :

Being tech-savvy and knowing how
to code are advantageous.

Written and verbal communication
ski l ls :

Engineers in today’s marketplace
need to be good communicators.

Soft sk i l ls ,  such as adaptabi l i ty and
teamwork:

Having these ski l ls  can set you apart
from other job candidates.
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STEP 3: EXPAND YOUR

ACADEMIC HORIZONS

Dipping your toes in other
subjects can open doors and
make you a more versatile
learner.

In order to become a more wel l-
rounded student,  consider taking: 

a business class
design class
or other humanit ies classes 

If  you have space in your schedule
outside of your requirements,  look
through course offer ings that you
typical ly would skip over.
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STEP 4: JOIN CLUBS OR

ORGANIZATIONS

You can find other students who
share similar interests.

Some people f ind l i fe-long fr iends
through club events and activ it ies.
Joining an engineering society can help
you make connections with older
students who can advise you on courses
and on the job search process.
An engineering organization could give
you more opportunit ies outside of class
to gain hands-on experience and take
on formal leadership responsibi l i t ies.
Keep an open mind, and explore var ious
clubs and organizations,  including
those that are completely unrelated to
engineering. 
As long as you support the mission of
the organization,  enjoy being a
member,  and focus on your personal
growth, i t  wi l l  be a worthwhi le
experience.
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STEP 5: TAKE ON LEADERSHIP

ROLES

You don't need an official title to
be a leader.

Faci l i tat ing conversations
Resolv ing disagreements
Ensur ing that everyone has a chance to
share his or her ideas
Keeping the group on track to meet
deadl ines.

Even when working on group projects,  you
can take init iat ive and practice your
leadership ski l ls  by:

Leadership ski l ls  are always desirable and
can set you apart from others.
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STEP 6: FIND OPPORTUNITIES

TO WORK IN TEAMS

Collaboration is an increasingly
important skill.

Work on team projects in addit ion to
your own indiv idual endeavors.
Opportunit ies to work with others wi l l
help you become a better
communicator and develop your soft
ski l ls .  
Employers want to see that you can
make meaningful  contr ibutions when
you are working on a team.
Your future job wi l l  almost certainly
require col laboration.
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STEP 7: PREP FOR THE

FUNDAMENTALS OF

ENGINEERING (FE) EXAM

As with all standardized tests,
practice makes perfect.

Start preparing for this exam as early
as your sophomore year.  
Look into purchasing or renting an exam
prep book to help you study. 
Make a schedule for reviewing, and set
deadl ines for yourself .  
Focus on your areas of weakness,  and
spend less t ime on areas that you know
very wel l .  
Complete as many practice problems as
possible-the only way to crack the code
is through repetit ion.
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STEP 8: MAKE YOUR

SUMMERS PRODUCTIVE

Finding a summer internship is a
great place to start.

To f ind an internship:
Ask older fr iends about their  past
internship experiences. 
Vis it  your school 's  off ice of career
services. 
Use the Internet to f ind job
postings. 
Tap into your network to see if
anyone you know can refer you for a
job. 
Reach out to the Career Resources
Team at Str ide for help. 
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STEP 8 (CONT.): MAKE YOUR

SUMMERS PRODUCTIVE

There are also many other ways
to make your summers
productive, so do not stress if
you can’t find an internship. 

You can always complete academic
work to prepare for the next school
year.  
This could help to l ighten the workload
in a future semester ,  especial ly  i f  you
anticipate certain courses to be
chal lenging. 
Gett ing a job to make money is  also a
great use of t ime so that you have
savings when school starts up again.
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STEP 9: DEVELOP A

PORTFOLIO OF PROJECTS

The sooner you start building a
portfolio, the better.

I t ’s  very important to get as much
hands-on experience as possible.
Continuously seek opportunit ies to
bui ld and create things because you
wil l  gain learning experiences you
can talk about dur ing job interviews.
Employers wi l l  want to see that you
can take init iat ive and that you have
a passion for your work.  
Make sure to save documents of
work you are proud of,  so you can
include work samples in your job
appl ications.
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STEP 10: NETWORK

There is always so much to learn
from those around us.

Take advantage of networking events
on campus,  and always fol low the
appropriate dress code. 
I f  you want to learn more about an
employer or company, make sure to
attend their  on-campus events to meet
representatives and recruiters.  
Face-to-face conversations are
important and provide opportunit ies for
you to make a good f i rst  impression and
express your interest in working there.
Always send thank-you emails fol lowing
these networking events.  
Networking can also take place outside
of formal recruit ing events.  
Keep in touch with people who you
meet in your dai ly l i fe,  especial ly  i f
they are doing things that interest you.
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STEP 11: BUILD A STRONG

RESUME

Showcase your achievements,
work experience, and skills in a
concise and effective manner.

A strong resume can make the
difference between gett ing an
opportunity to interview with an
employer or being cut from the job
search process.  
Use the resume template on the next
page to help you structure your
document,  and reach out to the Str ide
Career Resources Team if  you have any
quest ions.
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STEP 12: ESTABLISH A SUPPORT

SYSTEM

Make sure to surround yourself
with people who care first and
foremost about your health and
well-being.

Join study groups,  and bui ld deeper
connections with classmates beyond
surface-level  conversations,  so you
have peers who you can depend on. 
Bui ld relat ionships with your professors,
especial ly  in smal ler class sett ings. 

Vis it  them during off ice hours,  and
don’t  be afraid to ask them for help. 

Mentorship can be a very valuable
relat ionship that lasts beyond your
years at school.  

Find a mentor who invests in your
personal and professional success.
This should be a wise and
knowledgeable person who you trust
and who can give you guidance.
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C O N T A C T  O U R  C A R E E R  S U P P O R T  T E A M

careersupport@str idefunding.com

A N D  F O L L O W  U S  O N  S O C I A L  M E D I A

@str idefunding
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